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MEDICAL PROGRESS. ‘good standing shall have the privilege of 

The American Medical Association.—In sending one delegate.”’ 
compliance with the regulations, it is hereby; ‘I'he secretaries of the several societies, 
announced that the meeting of the American | faculties, &c., are particularly requested at 
Medical Association for the year 1848 will the earliest convenient date, to forward to 
be held in Baltimore on the first Tuesday in, Dr. Dunbar, in Baltimore, a list of the dele- 
May next. ; gates appointed by them. 

For the information of medical bodies; Medical Journals are respectfully solicited 
who propose sending delegates, the follow-’ to circulate the above announcement. 


) 


ing extract from the regulations is re-pub-; Arrrep Stinte, J. R. W. Dunsar, Sec- 


lished. retaries of the A. M. Association. 
‘*Each local society shall have the pri-? Philadelphia, March 18th, 1848. 
vilege of sending to the Association one de-; ~— 


legate for every ten of its regular resident; American Medical Association.—We are 
members, and one for every additional frac- ; requested to call the attention of the bodies 
tion of more than half of this number. The’ represented in the last National Medical Con- 
faculty of every regularly constituted medi-: vention to the following Resolution adopted 
cal college or chartered school of medicine,’ by the American Medical Association. 

shall have the privilege of sending two dele-? ‘‘ Resolved, That the Delegates of every 
gates. ‘Ihe professional staff of every char- society or association represented in this 
tered or municipal hospital containing a hun-’ body, be requested to send to the secretaries 
dred inmates or more, shall have the privilege the form of organization or act of incorpora- 
of sending two delegates ; and every other. tion, and constitution of their society or as- 
permanently organized medical institution of sociation, with a list of its members.”’ 


Published Monthly by LEA & BLANCHARD, Philadelphia, at One Dollar a year, 
and sent Gratuitous.y to all subscribers of the American Journal of the Medical 
Sciences, who remit the annual subscription, Five Dollars, in advance. 

I In no case will this work be sent unless the money 1s paid in advance. 

This should pay postage as one newspaper. 
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The documents called for by this Resolu- afier apply to be received as Srudents of 
tion, may be sent either to Dr. Siillé, Phila- Medicine, should have obtained a proper and 
delphia, or to Dr. Dunbar, Baltimore. suitable preparatory education, and that a 

We are also desired to draw attention to Committee of five be appointed to report on 
another Resolution passed by the Associa- |the standard of requirements proper to be 
tion, vlzZ:— ‘exacted trom such applicants 

‘‘ Resolved, That the delegates to this, Committee—Drs. Jervey, Mabry, Shuler, 
Convention be requested to ascertain as far Easterling and Sims. 


as practicable, and report tothe next annual, On motion of Dr. Wragg, it was 
meeting, the number of practitioners of me- Resolved, That a Committee of five be 


dicine in their respective States—designat- | appointed for the purpose of reporting on the 
ing the number who may have received a best means of discouraging Druggists who 
diploma from a medical college, the number are in the habit of vending patent medicinzs 
who may have been licensed by a medical and nostrums. 
society, and the number who practice medi- . Committee—Drs. Wragg, Gibert, Me- 
cine without any authority whatever.’’ Kain, Canther and McKewn. 

= ; Dr. Wragg laid before the Convention a 

Delegates to American Medical Associa- circular trom the College of Pharmacy of 
tion.—F'rom the Franklin Medical College,’ New York, which was read by the Secre- 
Professors J. B. Binpie and W. Byrp Pace. | tary and referred to the Committee on Drug- 

From the Verien der deutchen Aertze der | gists. 

Stads New York, Joun Tectxamrr, M.D... Dr. Elias Horlbeck, of Charleston, then 
and G. Lanpesmann, M. D. offered the following Preamble and Resolu- 
— (uOn: 

Delegates to the State Medical Convention Whereas, the members of the Medical 
to be held at Lancaster.—From the Franklin | Profession of the State of South Carolina, 
Medical College.—Professors Paut B. Gop- ‘are assembled on this occasion for the ge- 
parp and Tomas F. Berton. neral purpose of advancing the character and 

_- usefulness of this calling, as well as for other 

Medical Convention of the State of South objects more particularly set forth in the cir- 
Carolina.—In compliance with the call of the | cular of the Medical Society of this city, and 
Medical Society of the State of South Caro- ) whereas it has been ascertained by expe- 
lina, a Convention of the Physicians of the : rience that the united and concerted action of 
State convened in Charleston on the 14th of ' individuals engaged in similar pursuits facili- 


February last. tates the accomplishment of their ends— 
The following officers were elected : : therefore be it 
President. — Dr. James Mouvutrriz, of? Resolved, That in order to the more suc- 
Charleston. cessful attainment of the objects for which it 
Vice Presidents.—Dr. C. Reavy of Edge- ‘has assembled, this Convention do proceed 
field, Dr. Isaac Branc H, of Abbeville. to establish a State Medical Association, and 


Secretaries.—Dr. D. J. C. Cain, of that a Committee of five members be nomi- 
Charleston, Dr. R. Jounson, of Camden. | nated to report a constitution and by-laws for 
The Convention was then organized, and | its permanent organization. 
proceeded to business. , Dr. Wragg moved that the Committee 
On motion of Dr. 'T’. Y. Simons, it was pietee and report as soon as they are ready. 
Resolved, That a Committee of five be ap-; On motionof Dr. Elfe, the Convention 
pointed to report on the recommendation of ; took a recess for half an hour. 
the National Medical Convention, to the; ‘I'he Convention re-assembled at half past 
Medical Profession, to use their influence to) 1 o’clock. 
have established in their respective States, ; ‘The President inquired whether any of the 
a Registration of Births, Marriages and ’ Committees were ready to report. 


Deaths. Whereupon Dr. Jervey submitted a report 
Committee — Drs. Simons, Dendy, } from the Committee on Preliminary Educa- 
Youngblood, Fair and Keith. }tion, with the following resolutions : 
On motion of Dr. Jervey, it was ; Ist. Resolved, That this Convention earn- 


Resolved, That itis both desirable and ne 
cessary that all young men who may here- 


estly recommends to the members of the 
Medical profession throughout the State 
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of South Carolina, to satisfy themselves to obtain any articles connected with the 
either by personal inquiry or written certifi. treatment of their diseases, of which the y 
cate from competent persons, that all young may stand in need, we will always recom- 
men who may hereafter apply for admission mend them to those Apothecaries alluded to 
into their offices as Students, shall be of good in the first Resolution; and further that we 
moral character, and shall have acquired a will use our influence with our patients and 
good English education, a knowledge of na- all our unprofessional friends, in inducing 
tural philosophy and the elementary mathe- them to deal at such drug stores. 
matical sciences, and such an acquaintance’ 3d. Resolved, That each member of the 
at least, with the Latin and Greek languages, Convention pledges himself to report to the 
as will enable them to appreciate the techni- South Carolina Medical Association, or to 
cal language of medicine, and read and write one of the branches contemplated to be 
prescriptions. formed by this Convention, at a regular 
2d. Resolved, That this Convention also meeting, all cases coming under his own 
recommends to the members of the Medical observation, or reported to him on credible 
profession of the State of South Carolina, authority, of mistakes committed, or injury 
when they shall have satisfied themselves, inflicted through the ignorance or careless- 
that a young man possesses the qualifications ness of Apothecaries or their clerks; and 
specified in the preceding resolution, to give | that these facts be made use of by the Society 
him a written certificate, stating that fact.{in any way it may think best calculated to 
and recording also the date of his admission } act on the community towards the end we 
as a Medical Student, to be carried with him } have in view. 
as a warrant for his reception into the Medi-} 4th. Resolved, That the following letter, or 
cal College, in which he may intend to pur- one to the same effect, be addressed by the 
sue his studies. / State Medical Society to every keeper of an 
3d. Resolved, That the Medical College of’ Apothecaries’ Store, or other establishment, 
the State of South Carolina be, and it is re- ° for the sale of any kind of medicine in the 
spectfully recommend and requested to give’ City of Charleston, and as far as it can be 
its aid and assistance in establishing the | effected, to every such person in the State, 
above requisitions, by demanding such a cer- ; viz: 
tificate from every student of Medicine, who ' ‘* Sir:—The South Carolina Medical As- 
may hereafter apply for matriculation ; and’ sociation is deeply impressed with the im- 
when publishing its annual list of graduates, ’ portance of the move made by the National 
to accompany the name of the graduate, with’ Medical Convention held in Philadelphia, in 
the name and residence of his preceptor, the » May, 1847, for the purpose of discouraging 
name of the latter being clearly and distinctly ’ the pernicious traffic in patented medicines. 
presented as certifying to the necessary and’ The Society does not think it necessary to 
required preliminary education. ; state the reasons which induce them to ap- 

Dr. De Saussure moved that the report be | ’ prove of the recommendations there made, 
accepted and 100 copies be printed for distri- / believing that they are so well understood as 
bution and consideration to morrow. ; not to require either enumeration or com- 

Dr. Horlbeck submitted a report from the; ment. It will be enough for the Society, in 
Committee on the By-Laws of the South’ accomplishment of its design, to request your 
Carolina Medical Association. ; co-operation ; and to state at the same time, 

Dr. Gadsden moved that the report be ac- | that its members, individually and collec- 
cepted, and 200 copies be printed for con- ‘ tively, are resolved to do all they can, legally, 
sideration to-morrow. Adopted. to effect the object.’’ 

Dr. Wragg submitted a report from the | And that the latter be signed by the Pre- 
Committee on Druggists, with the following ' sident, and one or both of the Secretaries of 
resolutions: ‘the Society. 

Ist. Resolved, That in our atesediiieil 5th. Resolved, That the Convention em- 
with Apothecaries, we will deal exclusively ; bodies, in its petition to the Legislature upon 
with those who abstain from recommending ' matters now before it, or about to be brought 
and vending quack or patented medicines, forward, a request to enact a law prohibiting 
whenever we have the option. ‘the sale of any medicine, upon the label of 

2d. Resolved, That in writing prescriptions | | which the ingredients it contains are not fully 
for our patients, or in directing them where / and accurately stated. 
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Dr. Ramsey moved that the report be ac- | 
cepted, and 100 copies printed for considera- 
tion to-morrow. Adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Simons, the Convention 
adjourned until 11 o'clock to-morrow morn- | 
ing. 

Tuesday, Feb. 15, 1848.—The Conven.- } 
tion assembled at 11 o'clock, pursuant to ad- ’ 
journment. 

The roll was called, and several gentlemen | 
who had arrived since the sitting of yester- 
day, appeared, registered their names and ; 
took their seats in the Convention. 

The minutes of the meeting of yesterday 
were read and confirmed. 

Dr. T. Y. Simons read a report from the } 
Committee on the Registration of Births, ; 
Marriages and Deaths, which, on motion} 
of Dr. F. M. Roberts, was ordered to be» 
printed. 

Ist. Resolved, That the Report on the ; 
Registration of Births, Marriages and ; 
Deaths, with an accompanying memorial, ’ 
be presented to the Legislature at its next> 
session. 

2d. Resolved, That the members of this, 
Convention, and the members of the Medical ' 
profession throughout the State, be requested ° 
to explain to the Representatives and Sena- | 
tors in their districts, the importance of the | 
measure, and use their best exertions to ob- | 
tain the passage of the bill. | 

On motion of Dr. Mitchell, the report and ° 
resolutions were unanimously adopted, and > 
ordered to be printed with the proceedings of ; 
the Convention. 

Dr. Wragg, from the Committee on’ 
Druggists, to whom had been referred the 
Circular of the New York College of Phar- » 
macy, made a report recommending the | 
adoption of a Memorial to Congress in rela- | 
tion to the frauds practiced by many Drug- } 
gists in the importation and manufacture of : 
drugs. 

Dr. McKain moved that the report be} 
adopted, and that the Memorial be signed by } 
the officers of the Convention, and a copy be ' 
sent to the Senate and House of Representa. | 
tives, which resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Lee, amended by Dr. } 
Wylie, it was 


The report of the Committee on prelimi- 
nary education with the accompanying reso- 
lutions, was taken up and adopted. 

Wednesday, Feb. 16th —The following 
resolution offered by Dr. Mackey, was unani- 


, mously adopted : 


Resolved, That notwithstanding the very 
low standard of preliminary education adopt- 


-ed by the American Medical Association, 


and concurred in temporarily by this Con- 
vention for prudential reasons, yet it is the 
opinion of this Convention that the respecta- 


’ bility of the profession, and the usefulness 
and chances for eminence of the practitioner ' 
, would be greatly augmented by a preparatory 


course of liberal studies. 
Dr. F. P. Porcher moved the following 
resolution, which was unanimously adopted : 
Resolved, That a Committee of one from 


each District represented in this Convention 


be appointed by the President, whose duty 
it shall be to investigate the Indigenous Me- 
dical Botany of this State, paying particular 
attention to such plants as are now, or may 


; be hereafter during the term of their service, 


found to possess valuable medicinal qualities, 
giving not only the botanical or medical de- 
scription of those not accurately described in 
the standard works of our country, but also 
the localities where they may be found, and 
report the same in writing tothe next annual 


/ meeting of the South Carolina Medical As- 


sociation. 

Dr. Dendy offered the following preamble 
and resolutions, which were adopted : 

However much other causes may tend to 
embarrass medical reform, we nevertheless 
regard the failure of Medical Colleges to re- 
quire a strict conformity, even to their pre- 
sent low standard, as an impediment worthy 
of the most serious consideration. And while 
it affords us much pleasure to know that the 
Medical College of South Carolina stands 
among the first, in her preparatory require- 
ments and in the enforcement of them, we 
feel that more may yet be dune to elevate 
her still higher. 

It is apparent to all of us that the term of 
lecturing in all our Medical Colleges is en- 
tirely too short to enable the different Profes- 


; sors to do that justice to their subjects which 


Resolved, That a Committee of one from } their importance demands, and that it is far 
each district represented in the Convention } too short to enable students profitably to re- 
be appointed to ascertain the number of} ceive the amount of instruction which should 
practitioners in this State, diplomated, li-; be contained in a course of lectures. The 
censed and authorized, for the American} door of entrance also into Medical Colleges 
is not sufficiently guarded. 


Medical Association. 
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The neglect on the part of first course me- ; Madison, Grant, Hamilton, Hancock, Tip- 
dical students to attend regularly the lectures, ton and Howard. This Society has been 
is an evil of great magnitude. It is not only ‘established and well supported for twelve 
an obstacle to the attainment of Medical ; years,—it has regularly met and kept up 
knowledge, but it tends to consequences far their organization during that time. The 
worse—the destruction of morals. ‘ following-officers were on the 3d day of May 

The examinations for the degree of M. D., 1847, unanimously elected for the ensuing 
are not generally conducted with sufficient | year, viz: 
care to secure the ends contemplated by their; Joe. Reep, M. D., President. 
institution. And as this Convention feelsthe } Dr. A. J. Chawson, Secretary. 
greatest interest in the prosperity and useful-; Dr. J.C. Beck, Treasurer. 
ness of the Medical College of South Caro-; Censors.—T. B. Woopwarp, M.D, T. 
lina, and as we look to her as the guardian / N. Jones, M. D.,and G. W. Rivet, M.D. 
of the Medical profession of this State, and) The next Annual Meeting of the Society, 
as the institution which is to prepare those | is the first day of next May. 


to whom are to be entrusted the progress and | ai 
perpetuity of all reforms in the Medical pro- Delegates from the** New York Atedéuin 
fession, therefore of Medicine”’ to the American Medical As- 


Resolved, That this Convention does earn-  seciation.—The “ New York Academy of 
estly recommend, that the Medical College ) Medicine,’” which comprises two hundred 
of South Carolina lengthen the term of lec- }and sixty-one active resident fellows, has 
turing, from four to six months; that she ‘appointed the following gentlemen to repre- 
may better guard the door of entrance and ‘gent it in the ‘‘ American Medical Associa- 
secure the attendance of first course students ‘tion,” viz:—Doctors, J. R. Manley, leanc 
by examinations ; also that she should con- : Wood, J. R. Wood, R. Watts, Jr., A. H. 
duct her examinations for the degree of M. ‘ Stevens, F. Campbell Stewart, H. D. Bulk. 
D. more rigidly. ; ey, F. N. Johnston, A. C. Post, W. Parker, 


| 
Resolved, That should she adopt the above } C. R. Gilman, Thomes Cock, J. C. Chees- 


recommendations, we will use our influence man, S. P. White, J. A. Swett, J. H. Gris. 
in her support. . ‘com, W.H. Van Buren, G. Carter, J. W. 

The report and resolutions of the Com- ‘Francis, J. O. Pond, J. K. Rodgers, Chas. 
mittee on Druggists were then taken up and ‘D. Smith, Thos. F. Cock, J. G. Adams, J. 
adopted. SRL ER /R. Van Kleek, and Benjamin Ogden. 

The Convention adjourned sine die by we The Academy has likewise adopted the 
nen itself into the South Carolina Medi- | Code of Eshics of the late National Medical 
cal Association. § . 

The officers of the Convention were re- eerie 
quested to act as officers of the Association 
until others were appointed. ‘The Associa- ; Extension of the Medical Session in the 
tion then went into an election for Counsel- { Medical Department of the University of 
lors, afier which it adjourned, to meet on the ; Lowisville.—The annual advertisement, just 
third Wednesday of February, 1849. ‘issued by this school, announces that the 

After the adjournment of the Association, ‘next session will commence on the 16th day 
the Counsellors went into an election for {of October; which being Monday, and oc- 


officers of the Association, when the follow- ;curring just three weeks before the first 


SOA 





ing gentlemen were duly elected: - ‘Monday of November, (the 6th day,) will 
Dr. James Movurrrie, President. make the next session twenty weeks in- 
Dr. Isaac Brancn, Dr. J. C. Reapy, }stead of seventeen. We understand that it 
Vice Presidents. is the intention of the Faculty to commence 


Dr. D. J. C. Carn, Recording Secretary. ; the session, following the next, on the first 


Dr. R. B. Jounson, Corresponding Secre- Monday of October, thus adding a month to 
tary. ‘the old term. We record this attempt with 


Dr. F. M- Rozertson, Treasurer. heart-felt pleasure, for our short sessions, in 
Dr. P. C. Gattiarp, Orator for 1849. | the United States, may justly be considered, 


- ;as adverse to adequate preparation, for gra- 
The Thirteenth Medical District Society ;duation.— West. Journ. of Med. and Surg., 
of Indiana, includes the counties of Henry, March 1848. 
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MEDICAL NEWS. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 
Injurious Effects from Choloroform.—It is 
stated in the New York Express, that Mrs. 
Rehlsant was put under ‘the influence of 
Chloroform, for the purpose of having a 
tooth extracted. Afier inhaling the article, 
she lay lifeless for several hours, and was 


finally conveyed home ina state of insensi- ; 


bility ; ultimately she recovered her mental 
faculties, but has since been labouring under 
prostration, paralysis of the tongue, and loss 
of voice. 


A young man in New Bedford, who in- | 


haled Chloroform tor amusement, is said in 
the papers to have been thrown into convul- 
sions which lasted for sixteen hours without 
intermission. 

In Baltimore, a medical student came near 
losing his life from the same cause ; after 
inhaling chloroform for a time, he became 
insensible, in which state he remained for 
one hour and a half. 

An apothecary’s apprentice in Philadelphia 
was thrown into convulsions by the inhala- 
tion of chloroform. 

A lady of Cincinnati, in the enjoyment of 
good health, who inhaled chloroform, prepa- 


ratory to having a tooth extracted, suddenly | 


sunk under its effects and did not revive. 

A man in New York, suddenly expired 
after inhaling chloroform to produce insensi- 
bility to the pain of an operation for fistula 
in ano. 

Pennsylvania Hospital.—We are happy 
to announce the election of Groree Fox, 
M. D., as Surgeon to this Institution in the 
place of the late Dr. Randolph. 

Franklin Medical College.—Tuos. F. 
Berron, M. D., has been appointed Profes- 
sor of the Principles and Practice of Surgery, 
in the place of C. C. Van Wyck, M. D., 
who resigns in consequence of intended re- 
moval from Philadelphia. 

Medical Classes, Session of 1847-48.— 
The number of Matriculants in the Medical 


Department of the University of Pennsyl- 


vania, as shown by the catalogue, was 508, 


of which 47 were graduates of this, and 18 ‘ 


of other institutions. 


The catalogue of the Jefferson Medical 


College contains the names of 480 as attend- 
ing the lectures of whom 58 were graduates. 


¢ 


The catalogue of the Medical Department 

‘of Transylvania University embraces the 
names of 167 students, of these 5 were gra- 
duates, and 17 attended only the chemical 
lectures. 

‘The class of the Medical Department of 
the University of Louisville, according to 
‘the catalogue, numbered 406, of whom 13 
were graduates. 

The number of the class of Starling Me- 
dical College, (Columbus.) as given in the 
catalogue, was 138, of which 4 were gradu- 
sates, 

Obituary Record.—With the deepest sor- 
/row we have to record the death of Jacoz 
Ranpoteu, M. D., Clinical Professor of 
‘Surgery, in the University of Pennsylvania, 
‘and one of the Surgeons of the Pennsylvania 
Hospital. Dr. RANDoLPH was universally 
esteemed by his brethren for the correctness 
of his professional deportment, his sound 
‘surgical judgment, and his great skill as an 
‘operator ;—as a lithotritist he stood unri- 
'valled,—no other operator could, we believe, 
' boast of equal success. 

He died in Philadelphia, after a short ill- 
‘ness, on the 29th of Feb. in the 52d year of 
‘his age. 

The Philadelphia College of Physicians 
/ paid their respect to his memory by attend- 
‘ing his funeral in a body, and adopted the 
‘following Resolutions :— 
| Resolved, That the College of Physicians 
‘deeply deplores the loss it has sustained by 
‘the demise of its late Fellow Jacop Ravn- 
‘poten, M. D., whose attainments, practical 
‘skill and private worth, placed him in a po- 
‘sition of merited eminence in our profession. 
‘ Resolved, That the condolence of the 
' College be tendered to the family of the de- 
ceased, in their bereavement, and that a 
‘copy of these resolutions be forwarded to 
‘them asa mark of the esteem and respect 
‘in which Dr. Randolph was held by his 
' brother practitioners. 

Resolved, That one of the Fellows be ap- 
‘pointed to prepare a Biographical Notice of 
the deceased, to be read before the College, 
‘and deposited among its archives. 
> Dr. G. W. Norris was appointed to car- 
/ry out the provisions of the last resolution. 


Resolutions adopted by the Philadelphia 
College of Physicians in testimony of their 
) respect for their late President Dr. Hewson. 

Resolved, That it was with profound re- 


rf 
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gret that the College learned the melancholy | adults and the aged; in the wr weeks of 
fact of the decease of their late revered Pre- the epidemic ending Dee. 18, the deaths 
sident, Tuomas ‘I’. Hewson, M. D. under the age of 15 were O86. In the 
Resolved, That the demise of this gentle- same two periods the deaths at the ages 15 
man, who was not less distinguished by his to 60 were 969 and 1970; at the age of 60 
attainments in medicine, in literature, and} and upwards, 576 and 1999. ‘The mortality 
in science generally, than by the amenity of} in childhood was raised 83 per cent., in man- 
his disposition, the urbanity of his deport- | hood 104 per cent., in old age 247 per cent. 
ment, and the uprightness of his entire life, From the age of 4 to 25, however, the mor- 
is an event deeply to be deplored by the tality was comparatively not very much in- 
members of this institution, with which he creased; at the age of 10 to 15, the healthiest 
was connected during forty-six years, and period of life, it was scarcely increased at 
over whose deliberations he presided for the all—in girls. 
last twelve years. _ It appears from the returns that not only 
Resolved, That one of the Fellows be ap-’ were those enfeebled by previous disease 
pointed to prepare a memoir of our late Pre- subject to the attack of influenza, but also 
sident and colleague, to be read before the’ those of healthy and robust constitutions ; 
College. ’ these latter, however, from the energy of the 
Resolved, That a Committee be eqpeland vital force, were enabled to resist more eflec- 
to prepare a letter expressive of the condo-° tually the epidemic, while the former more 
lence of this College with the family of the; easily succumbed. The poison seemed to 
deceased. ‘pervade the whole system, but affected 
Dr. Franxuin Bacne was appointed to: chiefly the mucous membrane lining the 
prepare the memoir of Dr. Hewson, and: sinuses of the face and head, and the air- 
Drs. Woop, C. D. Meias and Bonp, to: tubes of the lungs. Hence those subject to 
carry out the provisions of the last resolu- asthmatic paroxysms died, when attacked, 
tion. >in considerable numbers: the deaths as- 
—_—— : cribed to asthma in October and November 
FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. > were 12 weekly; in the six weeks of the 
Epidemic Influenza in England—Regis-} influenza epidemic, 77, 86, 78, 52, 14, 26, 
trar General's Quarterly Report. — ‘Ine? besides the numerous cases classed under 
fourth return for the quarter ending Dec. 31,’ influenza. The deaths ascribed to bronchitis 
1847, of the mortality in 117 districts of? in the week ending October 30 were 36, and 
England, has just been issued by the Regis- } in the nine following weeks, 49, 58, 61, 196, 
trar-General, and is a document more than) 343, 299, 234, 107, and 138. The deaths 
usually interesting to the medical profession. } ascribed to pneumonia during this time were, 
Within the last few months Europe has} 62, 68, 79, 95, 170, 306, 294, 189, 131, and 
been visited by a severe epidemic, and our) 148. In some of these cases the inflamma- 
own metropolis has especially felt its viru-; tion specified was the primary disease, in 
lence. } others secondary, and in many it was influ- 
Towards the latter end of November, ’ enza—misreported. The Registrar-Gene- 
afier some singular atmospherical vicissi-/ ral remarks from these circumstances, that 
tudes, the influenza commenced its ravages. ’ ‘‘ there is a strong disposition among some 
and carried off in the course of six wecks) English practitioners, not only to localize 
11,339 persons. During the whole perivd} disease, but to see nothing but a local dis- 
the epidemic lasted, 5000 individuals died} ease ; hence, although it is certain that the 
over and above the average mortality of the} high mortality on record was the immediate 
season. ‘I'he greatest in‘cusity was mani-) result of the epidemic influenza, the deaths 
fested in the second week of its course ;} referred to that cause are only 1157; viz., in 
raged with nearly equal violence through the} the first week of November, 2, and in the 
third week ; declined in the fourth, and then} eight weeks following, 4, 4, 36, 198, 374, 
partly suosided; but, the temperature fall-; 270, 142, 127; and these include nearly all 
ing, the mortality remained high, not only j the cases in which influenza was returned, 
through December, but through the mon: hi > whether as primary or secondary, in con- 
of January. Sj inciion with other diseases. A similar de- 
Those upon whom the disease appeared to; fect has hitherto been found in the returns 
exercise the most powerful influence were? of all great epidemics: in 1665, the great 
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plague year, 97,306 burials were returned in} night to S. E. by E., and passed four days 
the London bills of mortality, only 68,596) over Greenwich at the rate of 200 to 300 
of which were ascribed to plague. Influ- ; miles daily ; the temperature suddenly rose, 
enza attacked persons labouring under zy- ‘and remained from 2° to 9° above the ave- 
motic diseases; thus the deaths from hoop- : rage through the week ending November 27, 
ing-cough rose from 12 and 25, to 65 and 71} when the influenza became epidemic. Ex- 
during the epidemic ; the deaths from mea- ; treme cold never increases the weekly mor- 
ales rose from 43 to 96, 89, 69, 75, during} tality in London above 1500; extreme heat 
the first four weeks of the epidemic, and’ still less; intermediate changes slightly. 
then subsided to 37 and 58. Typhus, which» The November fogs do not give rise to in- 
had been fatal to 70 and 80 weekly, rose to’ ; fluenza. 
132, 136, and 131, in the second, third, and; The reports received from the provincial 
fuurth week of the influenza epidemic, and } registrars show that the epidemic prevailed 
then fell to 83 and 74. Although influenza? in most places at somewhat later periods than 
is not mentioned in these cases, it is in others, in London, and that it put on a milder cha- 
and there can be little doubt that two or; racter. At Edinburgh, Dr. Stark states that 
more zymotic processes do often go on 8i- it suddenly made its appearance, attacking 
multaneously in the blood and body; a fact ’ large numbers of the inhabitants, twice dur- 
of profound interest to the pathologist, and 5 ing the month of November, on the 18th 
worthy of attentive investigation.’ >and 28th. On the last occasion severe frost 
The epidemic, as might be expected, ' : prevailed, with a damp atmosphere and thick 
proved more severe in some parts of Lon- ; ; fog, which supervened after a few days of 
don than in others; thus its fatality in Lew- ; very cold weather. The mean temperature 
isham and St. George’s-in-the- Kast was as } of the city was in December, 39° ; the high- 
1 to 4. This latter district is one of the} est 57°, the lowest 21°. 
most unhealthy in the metropolis, in con-; In Paris it appeared about the 4th of De- 
sequence of the filth and wretchedness in ; cember, affecting nearly half the population, 
which the poor are compelled to pass their | At Madrid 5000 of the inhabitants were laid 
lives. In many parts there is no drainage | -up on the 11th of January. The Registrar- 
whatever, and sometimes the lower parts a General has been furnished by Sir William 
the houses are flooded with water, which, > Burnett with returns of the epidemic on fo- 
when it recedes, leaves a disgusting accumu- ; reign stations, by which it appears that in 
lation of organic matters in a state of decom- ? January and February, 1847, it prevailed on 
position, Under certain conditions of the at- the coast of Portugal and south-east of Spain; 
mosphere these, undergoing transformation, » January, February, and March, in New- 
produce disease. foundland and New Zealand ; February and 
The meteorological phenomena were par- | March, at Valparaiso ; April, coast of Syria, 
ticularly remarkable prior to the breaking; July, August, and September, west coast of 
out of the influenza. The wind, from the. Africa, south of the equator ; August, Hong- 
first week in October, had been blowing» Kong. 
S. S. W. and S. W. ; the weather was very An interesting account is given of the dif- 
warm; a brilliant aurora was seen, and shook } ferent influenza epidemics which have pre- 
the magnets on the 24th of last month ; it ap- ; vailed in England. The years marked by 
peared eight times during the quarter. On? these visitations were 1728, 1733, 1743, 
the 16th of November there was a remarka- { 1758, 1762, 1767, 1775, 1782, 1788, 1803, 
ble gloom ; the wind changed to N. W., and ; 1831, 1833, 1837, and 1846-7. 
amidst various changes, still blew from the; There can be little doubt that, by the car- 
north over Greenwich at the rate of 160 and ; rying out of efficient sanitary measures, the 
250 miles a day. The mean temperature ’ fatality of epidemics in London and other 
suddenly fell from 11° above to 10° below the} large cities may, to a great extent, be pre- 
average. On Monday it was 54°; Friday, | >vented. The Registrar-General warmly es- 
32°; the air on Friday night 27°; the wind ° }pouses this doctrine, and laments that the 
was calm three days, and on Saturday a’ efforts of her Majesty’s Government to in- 
dense fog prevailed over the metropolis for! troduce such measures were, during the last 
five hours. No electricity was perceptible , session of Parliament, strenuously opposed. 
during the week. On Sunday, clouds and’ We look anxiously, but hopefully, to the 
damp prevailed, the wind changed in the, future. There is a prospect of the abolition 
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of cesspools, the better construction of sew- ‘legs, and succeeded, but speedily fell again 
ers, and the building of more convenient pon his side, and lay in this position. At this 
dwellings for the poor. Sanitary reform, ; ume the respirations were 82, and distinct 
however, cannot be perfect till the tax on : ’ crepitations could be heard. The bubbles 
light and ventilation be abolished. If Minis- ‘ , continued of the same extensive character. 
ters should refuse this, after all they have > /A singular phenomenon appeared about the 
said and done on behalf of public hygiene, ‘ ‘second hour. This was a suspension of the 
their conduct will be thoroughly incon- ;respiration during a period of fitteen seconds, 
sistent with their protestations, and they ‘the length of which never varied, but which 
will be universally considered the greatest }occurred at irregular intervals, on the ave- 
enemies of the cause they advocate.— Med. ;rage, at every half-minute. This suspension 
Times, Feb. 19, 1848. }might be a protracted expiration. ‘The re- 

 aplentions gradually became slower, the 

The Influenza.—This epidemic, after hav- ‘heart's action imperceptible; the animal 
ing traversed Northern Europe, has now ex- | heat declined rapidly; towards the third 
tended its ravages to Algiers and the north ‘hour, a little before death, the temperature 
ern coast of Africa, as also to Athens be }was 63° in the axilla, 72° in the groin, and 
other parts of Greece. ;82° in the rectum; the temperature of the 

— {room being 62°. 

Abstract of Dr. R. M. Glover’s Experi- Inspection —The mouth was open and 
ments on the Physical Properties of Chloride ' tongue pendent ; the smell of the chloride, 
of Olefiant Gas and Chloroform, published | which had been felt in the breath almost as 
in the Edinburgh Med. and Surg. Journ. soon as the substance was introduced into 
ior 1842.—The composition of these bodies, }the jugular, still remained at the mouth, 
taking the compounds of chlorine as exam: | The voluntary muscles contracted when 
ples, is C, H, Chl. -- H Chi. for the chlo- cut ; ; five minutes after death the heart had 
ride of olefiant gas; and C, H Chl, for ‘no irritability. Peristaltic movement of the 
chloroform. ‘intestines continued. Nearly an ounce by 

In the investigation of — deumatiee of | measure of bloody serum was found in each 
these bodies, I shall first show the striking » ’ pleura. The right side of the heart contained 
resemblance in leading characters among | ‘a little fluid blood; left side nearly empty. 
the members of the group, and then take : The left lung was so black and engorged as 
chloroform as an example of some of their {to surpass any pathological state previously 
more minute properties. witnessed by Dr. R. Elliot or myself. The 

Expt. 53d.—Thirty minims of the chloride { organ was only crepitant in one or two spots 
of olefiant gas were introduced into the jugu- ' near the entrance of the bronchi. The tex- 
lar of asmall but lively mongrel dog eight ' ture was easily broken down, and the whole 
months old. Immediately the animal com- ’ might be described as one vast apoplectic 
menced a series of short barking yells, each ‘spot. The right lung presented a very 
of which was synchronous with expiration. ; similar state. On cutting into the pulmo- 
Before the operation the respirations were ‘nary tissue, much blood and bloody froth 
43; after it, they became 68 in the minute; issued; the latter filled the bronchi. The 
expiration made with great effurt of the ab- membranes of the brain and spinal cord were 
dominal muscles. The heart’s action was ‘ vascular; section of the brain showed several 
quickened and irregular, but masked by the ‘ bloody spots. 
state of the respiration. From the first he’ Expt. 55th.—Forty minims of the chloride 
lost all power of locomotion, but retained ‘ were introduced into the stomach of a stout 
consciousness. In twenty minutes, his chest ‘male rabbit. Immediately after the opera- 
being pressed with a view to auscultation, he ‘tion, symptoms similar to those observed in 
redoubled the barking yells. He was now } the previous experiment came on. For the 
placed near the fire, where he remained lying ‘ first forty minutes the respiration might be 
on his side; the eyelids at first half-closed ‘styled asthmatic, inspiration being quick and 
Large bubbles could be heard in the chest, ‘expiration protracted, and made with a 
and there was a clacking noise in the mouth ‘ ; wheezing noise. During this time the 
proceeding from movements of the soft pa | ‘heart’s action was quick, feeble, and irre- 
late. In an hour and a quarter from the ‘gular; the pupil dilated, and iris little con- 
operation, he made an effurt to get on his: tractile; the eyes suffused with watery fluid. 
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There was great loss of power over the vo- 
luntary muscles. He parily recovered from 


this state, but was found dead ten and a half 


hours after the operation. 

Inspection.—Body very rigid ; jaws firmly 
closed; nose and mouth bloody. 
cipal internal appearances were, congestion 


of the lungs, dark fluid blood in both sides ; 
of the heart, and pink-coloured froth in the ' 


bronchi, with slight congestion of the brain, 

and sufiening of the gastric mucous mem- 

brane, which was dotted here and there with 

dark spors. 

Experiments with Chloroform and Bromo- 
form. 

Expts. 57th and 58th.—In the former of 
these experimen’s sixty minims of chloro- 
forin killed a poodle dog when injected into 
the jagular, in forty-five seconds, with symp- 


toms similar to those occasioned in Experi- | 


ment 54th. In the 58th experiment, twice 
the quantity killed a large dog of Newfound- 
land and greyhound breed, with about the 
kame degree of rapidity, and much the same 
symptoms. In both cases, when the chest 
was opened with the least possible delay, the 
heart was found gorged with clotted blood, 
and its irritability destroyed. ‘The muscles 


of voluntary motion contracted after death, } 


and the peristaltic action went on. ‘The 
lungs were congested to a surprising degree, 
and the bronchi filled with frothy serum. 

Expts. 59th and 60th were performed on 
rabbits, into whose stomachs chloroform and 
bromoform were introduced, when effects 
were produced similar to those resulting from 
the similar administration of the chloride and 
bromide of olefiant gas. 

Erpt. 61st.—A bitch full grown, between 
the beagle and pointer, was the subject of 
this experiment. Thirty minims of chloro- 
form were injected into the jugular vein, a 
haemadynamometer being connected with 
the femoral artery. In three or four seconds 
after the chloroform was introduced, the mer- 
cury fell from six inches above,the level at 
which it had been oscillating; in a minute 
and a half it had fallen to an inch; the heart's 
pulsations were manifested regularly during 
the descent, and were slower and more re- 
gular than before the operation. At the lower 
level, the oscillations became more consider- 
able, sumetimes carrying the mercury up to 
three inches. owing probably to struggles and 
expiratory efforts. In about two minutes 
the mercury began to rise, and attained the 


The prin. » 


'more regularly from this to a few inches 
higher, until ten minutes after the operation, 
‘when the animal was unbound; she was in 
‘a state of excessive prostration, but gradually 
‘ recovered. 

Exp. 624.—Sixty minims of chloroform 
were very slowly injected into the jugular of 
-a large shepherd's dog. 

Symptoms.—lrregular and hurried action 
of the heart; struggles; quick and forcible 
expiration, accompanied with a short bark; 
dilatation of the pupil; discharge of urine, 
>and a temporary spasm, during which he 
>was bent backwards. All this took place 
‘in two minutes. After this he lay srill for 
/three minutes; no respiration perceptible; 
/th@*heart’s action excessively feeble. He 
‘then began to breathe again, and gradually 
recovered, the recovery being attended for 

some time with great disorder of the respira- 
‘tion, loss of power over the voluntary mus- 
;cles, and great prostration. Next day he 
’was unwilling to move, and the respiration 
‘continued laborious. Four days after the 
; operation he was pvisoned by prussic acid, 
»when the lungs were found to retain marks 
of the great congestion produced by this class 
) of poisons. 

Exp. 63d —The same quantity of chloro. 
‘form as in the preceding experiment was in- 
jected into the carotid artery of a lame pointer 
: biteh, in the direction of the circulation. No 
; struggle followed the injection of the fluid; 
‘a forcible inspiration, succeeded by a single 
expiration, ensued; the urine was voided, 
the heart continued to beat feebly, when 
every other sign of life was extinct. The 
animal was quite dead in a minute and 4 
half. 

> The chest was immediately opened ; the 
‘muscles contracted strongly on being cut; 
the heart, which was gorged on its right side, 
relieved itself of some of its contents on in- 
cision being made into it; the left side con- 
tained dark-coloured fluid blood. The lungs 
had collapsed on opening the chest, and 
seemed quite healthy ; the membranes of the 
brain were much congested, there was much 
serum in the ventricles, and bloody serum at 
the base of the brain. 

Expt. 64th.—Sixty minims of chloroform 
were injected into the peritoneal cavity of a 
large male rabbit. Death ensued in seven- 
teen minutes, 

Symptoms.—Slight transitory excitement; 
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$ loss of power over the limbs; profound coma; 


level of twoinches, It continued to oscillate {excessively dilated pupil; heart’s action fee- 
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ble; great excitement of the respiration, and 
dilatation of the chest; a few slight move- 
ments of the limbs synchronous with the 
respiration. No motion could be excited by 
pricking or pinching the limbs; nor did the 
eyelids move on approaching an object to the 
eye. He passed urine a few minutes before 
death. 

Inspection. —Small intestines greatly con- 
vested externally, and their coats hardened 
where the chloroform had touched; a large 
oval ecchymosis, which might equal the su- 
perficies of a half-crown, was visible between 
the muscular and peritoneal coats of the sto- 
mach. On cutting into the chest, the lungs 
collapsed, but contained much dark- coloured 
pluod. ‘I'he heart had dark blood in both its 
cavities, and retained its irritability. The 
peristaltic action was stopped, and the volun- 
tary muscles had little contractility. The 
brain was healthy; the smell of chloroform 
was distinct in the chest, and in the urine 
passed a few minutes before death. 

Expt. 65th —Sixty minims of chloroform, 
in this experiment, killed a rabbit in half an 
hour when injected into the stomach. The 
symptoms were first those of action on the 
spinal cord, or primarily possibly on the 
sympathetic system ; the respiration became 
affected, and coma supervened. 

After death, the mucous membrane of the 
stomach was found white and corroded near 
the wsophagus ; over the rest of the cardiac 
portion dotted with purple patches of ecchy- 
mosis. ‘he epithelium was removed from 
the pyloric portion, and the mucous mem- 
brane reddened. 

In other experiments with this substance 
on rabbits, the animals which recovered from 
the primary effects of its introduction into the 
stomach were sometimes found to die of the 
acute gastritis thus induced. 


Remarks. — Great resemblance exists | 


among the properties of this class of bodies, 
which appear to form a new order of poison- 
ous substances, uniting in themselves phy- 
siological properties which are not found 
united in any other known class of poisons. 
The distinguishing characteristics are, first. 
the remarkable power they possess of ob 
structing the pulmonie circulation, whether 
they are injected into the veins or introduced 
into the stomach ; then the action on the spi- 
nal cord and afterwards on the brain; and 
lastly, the corrosive and irritant action exer- 
cised on the stomach. In the case where 
chloroform was injected into the carotid, 
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death appears to have been produced by the 
loss of nervous action consequent on the di- 
rect action of the poison on the brain. ‘lhis 
effect might be accounted tor by the obstrue- 
tlon to the flow of blood through the eapilla- 
ries of this organ thus induced. The me- 
chanical properties of this classof bodies may 
peculiarly fit them for obstructing the circu- 
lation through the lungs. It was shown, for 
instance, that, when injectéd into the jugular, 
their smell is almost instantly perceptible in 
the expired air, so that the vapour getting 
into the air-cells may place the blood much 
‘in contact with the substance. ‘The action 
on the spinal cord is very different from that 
ot strychnia, to which my friend Dr. Cogs- 
well compared it in the case of iodoform. 
Strychnia destroys the influence of the will 
over the muscles, but appears to excite the 
spinal cord, which loses its sensibility under 
the action of this class of poisons. ‘he 
blackening of the mucous membrane of the 
/stomach which these substances produce, is 
another curious property. This effect ap- 
‘pears to be compounded of the corrosive and 
‘irritant action of the poison, its effects on the 
colouring matter of the blood, and that con- 
gestion of dark blood found in the stomach 
in certain cases of coma. 
> Where the poison was introduced directly 
‘into the circulation, we had the heart’s ac- 
tion put a stop to, and its irritability de- 
' stroyed, where the dose was large. In other 
cases a smaller dose caused obstruction to 
the flow of blood through the lungs, while 
‘the heart’s action continued; and in one 
case this obstruction was shown by the 
‘hemadynamometer. In that case the pres- 
sure in the arterial system was diminished, 
but the heart’s action continued.—Lond. 
Med. Gaz., Jan. 1847. 

Jury of Matrons.—The Jury of Matrons 
‘was recently revived in England by Mr. 
Baron Platt, at the Old Bailey, in the case 
‘of a female named Hunt, who pleaded preg- 

nancy in bar of execution. The learned 
matrons followed the advice of the judge in 
using their ‘‘best skill;?? and in about half 
an hour they came to the conclusion that the 
‘convict had not a living child within her. 
/Mr. Baron Platt, apparently satisfied with 
‘the unanimous verdict of these ignorant 
/women, ordered that the law should take its 
‘course. Subsequently, by an order from the 
‘Secretary of State, the prisoner was ex- 
amined by professional men, and found to 
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be pregnant. She was thereupon respited. ) cians who have fallen victims to the faithful 
The following paragraph from a recent num- discharge of their arduous and dangerous 
ber of the Times will show that the matrons ’ duties during the last year, and we are sorry 
were again in error, and that the medical’ to have to add that death continues to make 
opinion was correct :— _ sad ravages in the ranks of our professional 
‘Mary Anne Hunt, who was sentenced’ brethren. During the late epidemic fever 
to death for the murder of a woman named: in Ireland, it is stated that of twenty-seven 
Stowell, and who was declared by a jury of; physicians attached to fever hospitals and 
matrons not to be enceinte, was on Tuesday districts in the province of Ulster, attacked 
the 28th of December, delivered of a fine’ with fever in the discharge of their duties, 
male seven months’ child. The mother and} fourteen, or more than one-half, died, leav. 
infant are both doing well. It will be recol- ; ing nine widows and thirty-seven children, 
lected that her sentence was some time since ; for the most part but scantily or not at al! 
commuted to transportation for life.’’—Lon-’ provided for. These gentlemen have fallen 
don Med. Gaz , Jan. 1848. a sacrifice to the faithful discharge of duties 
wrt ; entrusted to them by the public, in the en. 

deavour to restore health to the sick, and 


Disinfecting Fluics.—The question of ie 
; ad ‘ administer relief to the dying. 


disinfecting the wards of fever hospitals by 
different metallic compounds which have of 


late been puffed into a most undeserved no- : ; 
, : >agent. By Freperick Wezer.—Coflee is 
toriety by parliamentary and other docu- ’ 


' se one of the most powerful means not only of 
ments, has received a fearful solution in the > 


. > rendering animal and vegetable effluvia in- 
death from fever, of one of the most active? 8 a ; 
; . ..:.) hocuous, but of actually destroying them. 
expcerimentalists — Colonel Calvert. This’ ! : 
, ; A room in which meat, in an advanced de- 

gentleman, who, unfortunately for himself, ' oe 
. ¢ ; gree of decomposition, had been kept for 

supposed that the poison of fever was as) ; ; A; 
; ' ;gome time, was instantly deprived of all 
easily decomposed by a solution of nitrate of | ' ‘ 
: smell on an open coffee roaster being carried 
leadas sulphuretted hydrogen, and who had } ; sa 
eg ; . ) through it, containing a pound of coffe 

been officially sent to Canada, in company ? 
. ” }newly roasted. In another room, exposed 
with M. Ledoyen, to test the efficacy of this ’ : 
were ae ! , ‘to the efuvium occasioned by the clearing 
liquid in destroying infection, has fallen a, : 
a . out of a dung-pit, so that sulphuretted hy- 
victim to his excess of zeal. M. Ledoyen ; ae , 
. . . , drogen and ammonia in great quantity could 
has himself suffered from an attack of ty- } 
be chemically detected, the stench was com- 


phus, and is now, as we learn from the ’ sanidieunniamiasiiiieshdieaiiaammaiie 
British American Journal, on his way home | P ties 

. ; employment of three ounces of fresh- roasted 
to England. No report of the results of 


ek. : , coffee; whilst the other parts of the house 
this mission is required: the fact that both of ; , e other par 
> were permanently cleared of the same smel! 


the Commissioners were attacked with fever, ; cena salle daly tee-aale 
" ; ng si 
and that one died from the effects of a fe- >» ae en we 


“i ry ane ) roaster, although the cleansing of the dung: 
ven ee orn a rag dipped intoe solu. ; pit lasted for several hours longer. Even 
tion of nitrate of lead was utterly unable to } ; tl of k and eihiah 
destroy, is a sufficient proof of the futility of oe ee eaiee ae he ane athor eu} 
all such schemes. We hope that the fate of § pinnate: <sxieenalt. Mae. f 
Colonel Calvert will serve as a warning to | yrs - te ee by a a 
the patentees of other disinfecting fluids.— > ee ee ee ee 
Kotte Ril Men Sia tee of assafeetida. It was remarked, however, 

‘ that in general animal effluvia are more rea 
> dily affected by it than vegetable. 


; 
( 
; 
Sale of Medical Practices in France —It;} That here an actual neutralization, and 
é 
5 


— 


Coffee as a disinfecting or an anti-bromic 


has just been decided, in a case befure the} not a mere envelopment of matter, takes 
French Courts, that a medical practice is? place, is shown from this,—that the first 
not an article which can be made the subject { fumes of the coffee are imperceptible, and 


of a legal sale ; and this judgment has been’ continue so until a point of saturation, 80 '0 

confirmed on appeal by the Court above. _§ speak, is reached, whereupon the obnoxious 

_ smell disappears, and that of coffee predomi- 

Mortality among Physicians.—We have; nates. ‘The reverse happens with other aro 

already noticed the great number of physi- ; matic vapours, and even with acetic acid and | 
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chlorine. Here both co-exist until the one | Remak, a Hebrew, as a professor.—Med. 


completely preponderates. Times, Feb. 5. 
The simplest form in which to use it ae 
against contagious matter is in powder. On the influence of the Penitentiary sys- 


‘The well-dried raw bean is to be pounded tem upon the production of Insanity.—M. 
in a mortar, and to be strewed over a mode- CoLiineau read to the Academy of Medi- 
rately-heated iron plate, until the powder cine, in Jan. last, a paper by M. Jorer, 
assumes a dark-brown tint. Caffeic acid, | Physician of the Prison of Vannes, treating 
and the empyreumatic coffee-oil, act more: of the influence of the penitentiary system 
readily in very minute quantity.—ZLondon upon the production of insanity. 
Med. Gaz., Jan. 1848. ‘The prison of Vannes was very salubrious 
_ ‘and well situated ; it contained, on the ave- 
Remuneration of Medical Men in Canada , rage, 318 female prisoners, sleeping in nine 


for attendance on Fever Cases.—The British _ wards, taking their meals in one refectory, 


Government have ordered that the scale of and assembled in one workroom at needle- 
remuneration to physicians for attendance on | work, knitting, and picking oakum. ‘The 
the fever hospitals in Canada, should be food was wholesome, and sufficiently abun- 
lowered to twenty-five shillings a day,—that dant. ‘The prisoners were strictly enjoined 
every physician should attend two hundred to preserve, day and night, absolute silence ; 
patients, and that only two nurses should be it was the rule of Aubrun, less the solitary 
allowed to every hundred patients. Weconfinement. The punishment was the 
have before noticed the low estimate placed ‘ same, with the exception of corporeal chas- 
by the British Government upon medical tisement, which had beenabandoned. Each 
services, and if the profession of Canada sub- day the prisoners had two recreations, each 
mit to this insulting treatment, in a little of half an hour, during which they were per- 
while their remuneration will be reduced to mitted to walk in silence one by one. ‘Two 
the sum allowed by the government to phy- | things, therefore, deserved notice: first, the 
sicians in Ireland, ‘five shillings a day!’’ ; absolute privation of intellectual communi 
The London Times contains the tullow- cation between the prisoners ; and, secondly, 
ing just remarks on the present system of insufficient bodily exercise. Since the pri- 
remunerating poor-law medical officers: — (son had been opened from June 20, 1842, up 
‘There can, however, be no doubt of the to June 20, 1845, 872 persons had been ad- 
entire hopelessness of the attempt to provide mitted; of whom 414 had been liberated, 
for the medical relief of the poor by paying nineteen had been pardoned, twenty-five 
for it at the lowest rate at which it is ten- had become insane, eight had been placed in 
dered. Nothing can be supplied honestly other houses of correction, and eighty-one 
and permanently for less than it is worth, had died. Thus, upwards of eighty deaths 
and with the skill of the professional man, had been recorded, and every year an ave- 
as with the commodities of the tradesman, rage of eight cases of insanity had been ob- 
underselling must either be carried on by served, out of a population of little more 
fraud, or be brought to an end by ruin. Pa. ‘ than 300 adult prisoners. 
rochial surgeons must be properly paid be-; After enumerating the predisposing causes 
fore parochial patients can be properly at- of insanity, a bad education, worse ex- 
tended ; for in nineteen cases out of twenty amples, a profligate life, and also ‘‘ here- 
a desire to prove by experiment the very  ditary,’’ M. Joret considered as determining 
cheapest rate at which a duty may be per- ‘ causes the absolute silence enjoined in the 
formed, ends in ascertaining the highest cost ‘ prison, the grief of the prisoners increased 
at which it may be neglected. It is folly to; by this rule, and the absence of proper ex- 
expect liberal and generous conduct in return’ ercise. M. Joret forwarded thirty cases of 
for mean and shabby treatment. ‘insanity, classed according to their deter- 
- ‘mining causes. ‘The first division, compris- 
University of Berlin.—The faculty of ing mental aberration, attributed to the rule 
Philosophy of the University of Berlin, has! of absolute silence, contained six cases of 
voted unanimously in favour of the admission; mania and eight of monomania. ‘The ¢e- 
of Jews to the chairs of the University.‘ cond division, viz., insanity produced by vio- 
The faculty of Medicine has proposed Dr. } lent sorrow, increased by this rule, contained 
two cases of maniac delirium, one of mania, 
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and seven of monomania. The last division, 
insanity from want of exercise, presented 
one case of acute mania, and six of mono- 
Of the entire number, eight patients 
From these cases, M. 


mania, 
only had been cured. 
Joret thought himself authorized to conclude 
that the penitentiary system at present 
adopted in the prison of Vannes, causes in- 
sanity; and, from statistical researches, he 


arrived at the conclusion that the system of 


cellular imprisonment (solitary confinement) 


was far from giving such a large number of 


cases of madness. 
‘The reporter, adopting to a certain extent 
the opinions of M. Joret, did not think that 


the time was yet arrived when any decided | 


judgment could be formed between the two 
rival systems. 

M. Nacquart thought these conclusions 
were too exclusive ; what he had seen in the 
London penitentiaries could not permit him 
to adopt them. 

M. Ferrus gave some explanations on the 
system adopted in French penitentiaries : it 
was the rule of Aubrun—that is, silence and 


labour in common during the day, and soli- | 
tary confinement at night. The number of 
the inmates was, however, an obstacle to 
this second part of the rule, and they were 


placed in common sleeping-rooms. The beds 
were not sufficiently distant, and the tempta- 


tion to communicate with each other became | 


almost irresistible: hence severe punishment, 
solitary confinement, and privation of food ; 
hence, also, disease, insanity, and death. 
The establishments visited by M. Nacquart 


were not by any means regulated by so’ 


severe a system. 

M. Rochoux observed that solitary con- 
finement led to insanity; in the United 
States the system has been abandoned for 
that cause. Solitude predisposed the mind 
to unwholesome excitement ; in former days, 
hermits and ascetics became mad. 

M. Londe contended that solitary confine. 
ment was an unjust and odious measure. 
The inspectors of prisons only defended the 
system because they were paid for it. 

M. Nacquart answered to M. Rochoux, 
that hermits of old were mad before ever 
they retired to the desert; a measure gene- 
rally useful should not be set aside on ac- 
count of accidental occurrences. 

M. Baillarger thought the question of soli- 
tary confinement too important a one to be 
thus unexpectedly discussed in the academy 
without preparation; he hoped that another 


‘sion. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


day would be appointed for the examination 
of this subject. ‘The frequency of cases 
of insanity in penitentiaries did not appear 
to him so considerable an objection as it was 
generally thought, to solitary confinemenr, 
Since prisoners were carefully examined a 
the time of their first admission into peni. 
tentiaries, it has been ascertained that a 
great number of those whose madness had 
been attributed to cellular confinement, had 
been deranged before their entrance into 
prison, and sometimes even gave evident 
signs of insanity at the time of their admis. 
M. Lécut’s researches had shown 
that insanity was far more frequent in pri- 
sons, than amongst the free population; 
misery, reckless passions, and a vicious in- 


tellectual and moral organization, were the 


causes of this difference. He was, besides, 
with M. Nacquart, of opinion that, even if 
it was proved that in penitentiaries madness 
was a little more frequent, that would not be 


‘a sufficient reason to abandon solitary con- 


finement, from which, in other respects, 
great advantages were obtained. The mor- 
tality of the central prisons and of the hulks 
was certainly greater than that of the free 
population, and still no one had presented 
this as as an argument against these two 
forms of punishment.—Med. Times, Jan. 
15, 1848. 


Resection of the head of the Femur.—This 


‘operation has been performed by M. Rovrx, 


at the Hotel Dieu on a child fifteen years of 
age, labouring under spontaneous laxation of 
the femur on the iliac fossa, consecutive to 
coxalgia —Gaz. des Iop., 25th Feb. 1847. 
Medical School of Galata Sérail at Con- 
stantinople—The Gazette des Hopitau 
(Aug. 26th, 1847), contains an interesting ac- 
count of the visit of the Sultan, accompanied 
by all his ministers and high functionaries to 
this school, at the general examination and 
distribution of prizes, at the close of the 


ninth session,—a visit annually made,—and 
(also the report of the first professor Dr. 


Spitzer to the Sultan on the state of the 
school. It appears from this report that, the 
number of students was 454; 409 were 


residents, (314 Mussulmen, and 95 Greeks, 
‘Armenians, Catholics and Israelites,) and 
45 externes who attend the school without 
‘lodging in it, but who enjoy, at the termina 
‘tion of their studies, the same advantages 2s 
: the internes ;—a place in the medical service 





3 a eal tt LS ar i MM ee 








papa 


ae AN Oe 2 TE 








of the 
obtain 


ot col 


Cur 
DuME 
report 
lative | 
which 
ferwile. 
not an 
cumst 
males 
partict 
tere, | 
after b 
insects 
plants 
oulyin 
couple 
which 
who d 
fruitful 
rations 
of fem: 
Med, ' 


Facu 
OReIL. 
of Par 
by the 
sur Bo 


Subs 
Asia.- 
St. Pet 
Januar 
marks 
been p 
Russia 

Duri 
cold s¢ 
Asiatic 
lieve it 
altoget 
Caspiay 
Mohile 
with in 
the emy 
places, 
charact 
of extin 

Lette 
January 
of chol 
then ch 

















of the empire is assured to them, and they 
obtain a grade from that of lieutenant to that 
of colonel, without distinction of religion. 


Curious Fact of Natural History.—M. 
Dumeris, ata late meeting of the institute, 
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of 210 attacked, only 58 died. Accounts 
from Bagdad ot the 7:h December state that 
the cholera had almost entirely disappeared 
from Kerkoula and Suleymania. Letters 
from Mossol, dated the lzth of December, 
mention that the cholera had ceased in that 
city, afier having killed 300 persons; and 

















reported upon a memoir of M. Boursier, re- 
lative to the singular fact of silk worms’ eggs, 
which were not fecundated, and still were 
ferule. M. Duméril observed that this was 
not an isolated, or even an uncommon, cir- 
cumstance; he had remarked that the fe- 
males of insects of very different kinds, but, 
particularly amongst the nocturnal lepidop- ° 
tere, produced occasionally fertile eggs soon ——s Insanity not a result of the separate Sys- 
afier breaking through their chrysalis. ‘The tem of Imprisonment.—F rom a report on the 
inseets of this species found in summerupon Pentonville Prison, it appears that in the 
plants are all females and fecundated ; it is first year (1843) of 332 convicts, the daily 
ouly inautumn that the males appear. They average in the prison, three became affected 
couple, and the females bring forth eggs | with insanity. In 1844, when the daily 
which produce in spring female individuals, average was 456, no case occurred. ‘There 
who do not require to be fecundated to be was one in each of the two following years, 
fruitful; this may continue for several gene- —when the daily averages were respectively 
rations, even as far as ten successive births 445 and 423. In 1843, the cases were in the 
of female individuals, without fecundation.— proportion of 9°03 per 1000. During the 
Med. Times, Nov. 20, 1847. whole period (four years and a quarter) 
_ since the prison was opened, the proportion 
Faculty of Medicine of Paris.—Professor | of cases to the daily average of prisoners has 
Orviza, Dean of the Faculty of Medicine been that of 2°29 per 1000 annually. From 
of Paris, has been removed from his office ' the end of 1843 to the present time, the an- 
by the Provisional Government, and Profes- nual proportion has been no more than 1°48 
sor Bour.taup appointed in his place. ‘per 1000. If we compare the amount of 
/ mental disease in the army, where it can be 


oe . ‘accurately ascertained, we find that per 1000 
Subsidence of the Cholera in Europe and)... y . : - 

Ms , ‘it is nearly 1‘ among the Dragoon. guards in 
Asia.—Intelligence has been received from 


»home service, 1°43 in the Jonian islands, 

St. P ; yl ans 

ccceannie = rg Arba ~ ) 1°33 in Canada, and 1°41 in Gibraltar. The 

oun A a acre Pg sholera have statement, therefore, that the separate sys- 

been published b J Dr aero egg Saye sin ; tem tends to produce insavity has no founda- 

Diceheie Milnes anata ‘tion in fact.—London Med. Gaz., March 
$82a1 ( 


1848. 
During the month of December the severe } 


cold so completely arrested the progress of ; 
Asiatic cholera, that there was reason to be- > New Anesthetic Agent.—A Rival to Chlo- 
leve it would disappear entirely. It has roform.—A new agent for producing insensi- 
altogether ceased in the provinces around the ? bility to pain has lately, it is asserted, been 
Caspian; and with the exception of Moscow, } discovered in Norway, and tried with much 
Mohilew, and Witepsk, it is no longer met} success in Christiania. The Morgenblad 
with in any of the great cities or towns of} states, that it consists of Sulphate of Carbon, 
the empire. Even in these, and in smaller} which may be obtained in abuidance from 
places, the disease has assumed so mild a} charcoal with very little trouble and at a 
character, that it appears to be on the point 3 small cost. It is employed in the same way 
of extinction. as Chloroform,—the place of which it will 


intelligence trom Aleppo of the l-th, states 
that it has appeared at Beregik, on the bauks 
of the Euphrates, and was causing from ten 
to filteen deaths daily. 

On the whole this intelligence is highly 
favuurable.—Lond. Med. Gaz. 


Letters from Constantinople! of the Ist 
January announce the gradual disappearance 
of cholera in that city. The epidemic was 
then chiefly confined to the Arsenal; and out 


probably soon take. The discovery waa 
made by M. Heratp Tuavtow, an Apothe- 
cary in Christiania. — Atheneum, March 
1th, 
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(We have thought it proper to transfer the | the Liston of his day, one of the most cele. 
above statement to our columns, though we brated operators and practical surgeons that 
must say that we attach little importance to Scotland can boast of. His mother was a 
it. Ifthere besucha chemical compound as daughter of Professor Hamilton, who filled 
sulphate of carbon, the inhalation of it, we | with distinction the Chair of Divinity in the 
fear, would be productive rather of asphyxia University of Edinburgh ; so that by parent. 

; age, as well as by professional celebrity and 
— ‘ personal labours, the name of Dr. Bell has 
‘long been intimately connected with the 
applicable on this than on the other side of the medical renown of the Scottish metropolis. 
Atlantic—At one time the annual orations’ _—— January 16th, at Baldock, aged 60, 
delivered at our Universities, and places of Roxerr Innerarity, Esq. Mr. I. had 
education, were looked forward to with scratched one of his fingers, and afterwards 
something like the eagerness which is felt dressed the arm of a patient affected with 
when a new Prime Minister is about to an- : phlegmonous erysipelas. Shivering occur. 
nounce the views of his government. They : red the following afternoon, diffuse inflam. 
were regarded as expressions of progress-— Mation of the cellular texture supervened, 
as exponents of advance, not only of the; and he died on the eighth day of the attack. 


individual, but of the body to which he be- : 


longed, and as such gave the key- note to the’ TO SUBSCRIBERS. 
session of study which was to follow. But’ The present number contains the conclud. 


now-a-days these introductories consist of ing portion of the third part of Todd and 
the dullest platitudes, or the most egregious | Bowman’s Physiological Anatomy, which 
self-laudation. Students of medicine are’ '8 all that has as yet appeared. The fourth 
addressed as though they had not the ad- ° and last part is announced in England as in 
vantages of the education which a shop- ‘ Press, and the moment it is received we shall 
keeper acquires at the Mechanics’ Institute, ; resume its publication and complete it as ra- 


and are gravely told of the importance of a‘ Pidly as possible. In the mean time, we 
knowledge of Anatomy, Chemistry, and. Shall commence in our next number the very 


Botany, to the study of Medicine; or, if! Valuable Lectures on the Diseases of Infan- 
these common-places are not dwelt upon, ¢Y 2d Childhood delivered at the Middlesex 
the orator endeavours to arrest the attention Hospital by Cuartes West, M. D., Physi- 
of his hearers by demonstrating to them how | cian, Accoucheur to, and Lecturer on Mid. 
remarkably fortunate they have been in the wifery at the Middlesex Hospital, and Senior 
choice of a school in which to study.—Athe- Physician to the Royal Infirmary for chil- 
‘dren. 
; We announced the publication in conjune- 
‘ tion with the News, of a Stupent’s Lrsra- 
Dislocation reduced under the use of Chlo- ‘ ry, to comprise a series of Lectures on the 
roform.—A stout "young woman, who had ‘ principal branches of Medical Science, and 
sustained a dislocation of the shoulder, was ; which would constitute a complete library for 
lately taken to one of the hospitals of Tou-‘ the student and a useful work for reference 
louse for the purpose of having it reduced. ' to the practitioner. 
The chloroform vapour was exhibited to; [py pursuance of this scheme, we have 
her, and she fell off the chair ina state of! given Dr. Watson’s lectures on the Practice 
insensibility. On taking her up it was found | of Medicine, Sir Benjamin Brodie’s clinical 
that, under the relaxed state of the muscular | jectyres on Surgery, and Todd and Bow: 
system, the dislocation had become sponta- auate Physiological acme, 
neously reduced.—Lond, Med. Gaz., Feb. ) assurances have been afforded us of the ju- 
1847, ‘ diciousness of these selections, and the Lee: 
- ‘ tures of Dr. West, we are confident, will be 
Obituary Record.—Died, January 29th, of pronounced worthy of being associated with 
Typhous Fever, caught in the discharge of: the works already embraced in the Library. 
his professional duties, Dr. Josern BELL, | a 
one of the most distinguished Medical prac-; XrThe Eight pages of Advertisements 
titioners of Edinburgh. Dr. Bet was the: inserted in this number of the News, can be 
youngest son of the late Dr. Benjamin Bell, ; cut off and separated from the other matier. 


than anesthesia. } 


A word on Introductory Lectures not less 


neum, 
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